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Cultural Appropriation of Bell Hooks’ “Is Paris Burning?”
Cultural appropriation is the idea of using other people's cultures and adapting them. It refers to elements of non-dominant culture such that it doesn't respect the initial meaning of the culture and thus gives credit to their source and contribute to the oppression. The idea can be controversial when members of a dominant culture appropriate from minority cultures like in the case of “Paris is burning” Appreciation from this point means understanding and learning of other people's culture to broaden their perspective and link with others cross-culturally. Additionally, it means taking one aspect of culture that is not yours and using it for personal interest, for instance, in the case of Livingston's film on the Black gay subculture (Hooks, 2019).
Ideally, in response to Bell, Hooks says, "On how allowing cultural appropriation to continue is another way of allowing the dominant (white) culture to continue exerting their power over everybody else that does not fit into their category." My example and experience are on the Tattoo, a cultural aspect, but all people have used it without knowing its meaning. The Tattoo was American culture, but all people have appropriated it. The Tattoo had some purpose, religion or culture, the importance of something as a cultural aspect. Choosing where the Tattoo should be put in the body is a challenge since it is painful and a permanent mark in the body drown with your choice.
On the Hooks appropriation, Lovington uses the Black gay subculture to explain the black experience. She was white but chose to use the black culture, which was liked by many. Many people interviewed her on why she decided to use the black culture instead of white where she belonged. In her comment on "Paris is burning," she did not focus on the political or aesthetic implication (Hooks, 2019). Still, lather chose Black culture or how Racism may shape and interpret black experience. Lovington, in this case, was working to understand and accept the black culture.  Georgia explained that he would no different by Lovington choosing a black director since he could do the same work; he quoted, "1 certainly don't have the final word on the gay black experience. I'd love for a black director to have made this film."
Notably, Cultural appropriation is when somebody adopts aspects of a culture that's not their own, like the Tattoo case where sometimes people unintentionally get them to their body, thus becoming culture appropriation. For instance, there is a picture of an elephant-headed Hindu god, which is not understood by non-Hinduism. Therefore this is a Hindu god of beginning who is worshiped before significant enterprise. People use Ganesha just for tattoos, but it is an essential Hindu culture. In this case, people use the image for their benefit without knowing its meaning, according to Hindu culture. The Lovington film focuses on Racism and how it impedes black progress, but in criticism, people term this as personal interest by Lovington and not marketing the black culture.
According to Hooks (2019), "Paris is burning" is full of cultural appropriation as Lovington, a white lesbian, should experience and play the Black gay subculture. In this play, he criticized white supremacy and thus marketed the black culture as one of the minority cultures. White viewers on these films "outspokenly make their pleasure in this film heard and the many black viewers who express discontent, raising critical questions about how the film was made, is seen and is talked about, who have not named their displeasure publicly." These showed how the white was enjoying the video since it exposed the gays' on black, but on the other hand, Lovington pointed that she intended to raise the minority culture to be appropriated by the whites.
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